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I. 
Notes of a Case of Diabetes Mel- 
litus. 
Communicated for the Boston Medical and* 
Surgical Journal, 

By Water Cuannine, M.D... 
August 28, 1828.—T ais was a 
middle aged man, who had two 
months before I saw him been 
attacked with diarrhcea, which, 
two weeks after it occurred, gave 
place to paruria mellita, diabetes 
mellitus. When first seen, he 
exhibited the external symptoms 
of this disease, and his history 
made its character sufficiently 
obvious. The body was greatly 
emaciated ; the temples and eyes 
hollow ; circumscribed flush on 
the cheeks; tongue red, with 
patchy white coat ; dry ; inside of 
mouth and lips dry, making speak- 
ing and protrusion of tongue awk- 
ward and difficult. Thirst great; 


appetite canine ; bowels costive ; 

pulse nearly natural; skin dry and 

rough ; temperature irregular ; 

pain in the chest ; dyspnea; urine 
ol 


120 ounces a day ; sleep wretch- 
ed, and broken to evacuate urine. 
On examination, the urine was 
found to be in color a light straw, 
transparent, like highly clarified 
wine, wholly without odor, of a 
very pleasant sweet taste, resem- 
bling exactly a solution of loaf su- 
gar in pure water; and, on boiling, 
eight ounces deposited one ounce 
of pure molasses. 

It was obvious, from all that 
has now been stated, that a very 
severe form of diabetes existed 
in this case. IT had again and 
again observed the progress of 
this disease, and did not roreet 
how little medicine had done fo 
it. This was a more recent case 
than I had before seen, and in this 
single circumstance there seemed 
a promise that more might be 
hoped from medicine. 

The indications were not ob- 
scure. Very obstinate costive- 
ness was to be overcome,—a Vvo- 
racious appetite controlled,—the 
quantity of urine to be diminished, 
—its sensible qualities and its 
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chemical constituents altered,— 
and, finally, healthful assimilation, 
secretion and excretion, restored. 
It was attempted to answer these 
indications by active cathartics, 
by a strictly animal diet, and by 
such an use of opium as might be 
taken with safety. The cathar- 
tics were, rochelle salts, infusion 
of senna, and croton oil, made into 
en with powdered aloes. He 

egan with two grains of opium 
once in two hours through the day, 
and five grains at bed-time. The 
dose was gradually increased from 
two grains to six ina pill, and from 
four times in the twenty-four hours 
to seven,—making the whole quan- 
tity of opium in oue day, forty-two 
grains. This was on Oct. 4th. 
This quantity produced but little 
sleep, and a discharge from the 
bowels was procured by an ene- 
ma. He ate on that day an unu- 
sual quantity of food, and vomited 
copiously. The urine was 52 
ounces. The greatest quantity 
of urine was on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, and amounted, by mea- 
sure, to 144 ounces. He took on 
that day three pills of opium of 
five grains each, and nitrous acid, 
largely diluted with water, which 
somewhat increased the ordinary 
daily fluid ingesta. This acid 
was prescribed from known effects 


when added to urine. The ordi- 


nary liquid drank daily was about 


‘forty ounces. 


What were the effects of opium 
in this case? The quantity taken 
was large, and the inquiry is an 
interesting one. At first, the pa- 
tient slept better. Instead of 
being called from sleep very of- 
ten in the night, from six to nine 
times, to relieve the bladder, the 
calls were diminished to one or 
two at most. The appetite was 
lessened, and the ravenous craving 


at times was entirely wanting. 
The change in the appearance of 
the tongue was striking. It was 
most healthful when opium was 
most freely given. The thirst 
was not increased; the circulation 
and respiration were natural; cos- 
tiveness was perhaps not more 
obstinate than when he began the 
treatment. This had been a pre- 
vious symptom of the disease. 
The quantity of the urine was 
sensibly, and at times greatly di- 
minished, being at times no great- 
er than the liquid ingesta. But it 
was not only or principally in the 
quantity that change was mani- 
fested while using opium. The 
sensible and chemical characters — 
of the urine were greatly chang- 
ed. The ordinary odor, and the 
acrid taste of urea were evident, 
and the sweet taste much dimi- 
nished. Chemical analysis con- 
firmed the evidence of the senses, 
and showed that the ordinary con- 
stituents of healthful, natural urine 
were present. All these facts 
are important, and seem to au- 
thorize farther trial of opium. It 
should have been added that the 
nitrous acid was tried, but for a 
day or two ; its operation on the 
stomach was so distressing, pro- 
ducing nausea and vomiting, even 
in very small doses, that its use 
was soon discontinued. Occasion- 
ally opium was omitted for a day 
or two, but always with an obvious 
increase of urine. Quinine was 
added to the opium at an advanced 
period of the disease, but with no 
apparent benefit ; nor did loss of 
blood by cupping over the region 
of the kidneys lessen the excre- 
tion. For the pain in the side, 
and for occasional cough, vesica- 
tion and alterative doses of calo- 
mel soon procured relief. One 
symptom in this case was a very 
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troublesome one, and which is 
truly characteristic of the disease. 
This was strong desire for probi- 
bited articles of food, and these 
were furtively obtained whenever 
this could be done. Thus, I dis- 
covered that he had eaten in a 
day, almost at once, all the sugar 
again and again from the bowl, 
which was large enough to supply 
a table of a dozen or more men. 
In the main, however, the diet 
was rigidly adhered to. 

Oct. 16th. Being quite as well 
as for some weeks back, he was 
permitted to go abroad, having 
lived remote from his friends since 
I began my attendance on him, 
but in a situation allowing free 
exercise in the open air, and re- 
markable for its healthfulness. 
His regimen had been, from the 
time I first saw him, Aug. 28th, 
very strictly adhered to. He 
was absent six hours, and returned 
very ill, vomiting copiously, meat, 
fruit, beer, and ardent spirits. 
He was evidently intoxicated, and 
too ill to give any account of him- 
self. Involuntary dejections soon 
came on, with constant delirium, 
great restlessness,—lying with his 
eyes half closed,—balls rolled up, 
—respiration deep, heavy, spas- 
modic, and approaching to stertor, 
—skin everywhere cold,—pulse 
120, very small and feeble,—face 
hippocratic,—abdomen retracted, 
—urine very copious, not mea- 
sured. Medicines were given, 
but without relief; and he died 
4,P.M. 


Examination eighteen hours post- 
mortem, 

Thorax. Lungs: slight adhe- 
sion of right lung ; ; lung indurated 
under this, and for two or three 
inches around, near second rib. 
An incision being made, small tu- 
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bercles were discovered, some of 
which had begun to suppurate. 

Heart rather small, not mor- 
bid. 

Abdomen. 
and shrivelled. 

Stomach contained about eight 
ounces of thick greenish yellow 
fluid. Lesser curvature, between 
cardiac and pyloric orifices, mu- 
cous membrane presented small 
patches, generally one inch in di- 
ameter, of a dark red color, ar- 
ranged in a line corresponding to 
lesser curvature. Between these 
patches, several yellowish lines, 
one third of an inch broad. At 
cardiac orifice, mucous membrane. 
was of a dark brown color, ex- 
tending up the esophagus two or 
three inches. Every part of mu- 
cous membrane was opaque and 
apparently thickened. 

Liver healthy; perhaps less 
firm-than usual. 

Thoracic duct readily admitted 
air to pass up into the subclavian, 
and several large branches of the 
lacteals were seen running to- 
wards the kidneys when inflated. 

Spleen and Pancreas not dis- 
eased. | 

Vessels of mesentery and small 
intestines, throughout turgid with 
blood, presenting externally a 
mottled appearance. 

Kidneys exhibited no remarka- 
ble appearance ; the crypte ap- 
peared rather more large and con- 
spicuous perhaps than natural. 
The mamillary processes were of 
a more florid red color than usual; 
tubuli uriniferi very distinct, and 
morbidly dark colored; kidneys 
small in size, but of natural firm- 
ness of texture. 

Ureters and Pelvis of kidneys 
enlarged and flaccid. 

Bladder moderately distended, 
six inches in diameter ; coats 


Spleen very small 
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thickened ; openings of the ure- 
ters relaxed and flaccid. 


Remarks. 


In looking back upon this case, 
and especially the post-mortem 
examination, it may be asked, 
what light does it shed upon that 
most obscure question of patholo- 
gy, the nature of diabetes melli- 
tus ; and what do we learn from it 
concerning the treatment? If it 
be inferred from the partial bene- 
fits derived from opium, that in 
this case opium is recommended 
as a specific for diabetes, the pur- 
pose of the communication will 
not be accomplished. But opium 
has been tried on the continent of 
Europe, and with alleged success. 
The doses there were, however, 
much larger than my patient ever 
took. Some confirmation is af- 
forded the foreign practice by this 
case, and though accidentally fa- 


tal, and perhaps never so greatly ~ 


relieved as to furnish any well 
founded hope of ultimate recove- 
ry, still enough was gained to 
warrant, in the failure of other 
means, a fair trial of other reme- 
dies, and among these, of opium. 
What, in the next place, is this 
disease ? In what disturbance, 
and of what functions, is its near- 
est cause to be found? It is fre- 
quently fatal, nay, some have said 
most commonly so, by the occur- 
rence of phthisis pulmonalis during 
its progress ; and such would pro- 
bably have been the case in the 
present instance. The lungs were 
in an incipient stage of tubercular 
disease. From the frequency of 
_ pulmonic affections in diabetes, 
may we not look for its cause in 
such a state of the lungs as pre- 
vents perfect sanguification,— 
such changes not having been pro- 
duced in the chyle after entering 
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the circulation, as to animalyze it 
perfectly,—and hence the excre- 
tion of one of its constituents, su- 
gar, and a want of the elements 
of urea. In what the disease of 
the lungs in diabetes differs from 
the ordinary morbid affections of 
this organ has not been javestigat- 
ed. Some have ascribed the dis- 
ease to a morbid state of the kid- 
neys. The kidneys in this case 
were but slightly diseased. The 
appearances in the stomach and 
its appendages were doubtless 
produced by the errors in food 
and drink committed by the pa- 
tient while abroad. 


II. | 

Report of the Select Committee 
posted by the House of Camas 

to inquire into the Manner of ob- 

taining Subjects for Dissection in 

the Schools of Anatomy, and into 

the State of the Law affecting the 


Persons employed in obtaining or 
dissecting Bodies. 
Concluded from page 792. 


Ir is the duty of the student to 
obtain, before entering into prac- 
tice, the most perfect knowledge 
he is able of his profession, and 
for that purpose to study tho- 
roughly the structure and functions 
of the human body, in which study 
he can only succeed by frequent 
and repeated dissection. But his 
wants cannot be adequately sup- 
plied in this country, except at an 
expense amounting nearly to a 
prohibition, which can be afforded 
only by the most wealthy, and 
precludes many students from dis- 
secting altogether. From the 


precariousness or insufficiency of 
the supply, the dissections and 
lectures are often suspended for 
many weeks, during which the 
pupils are exposed to the danger 
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of acquiring habits of dissipation 
and indolence; and, from the same 
causes, that important part of 
surgical education is usually omit- 
ted, which consists in teaching 
how to perform on the dead body 
those operations which the student 
may afterwards be required to 
practise on the living. But not 
only does the student find dissec- 
tion expensive and difficult of at- 
tainment, but he cannot practise 
it without either committing an 
infringement of the law himself, 
or taking advantage of one com- 
mitted by others. In the former 
case he must expose himself to 
imminent hazard, and in either he 
may incur severe penalties, and 
be exposed to public obloquy. 
The law, through the medium of 
the authorities entrusted with 
conferring diplomas, and of the 
boards deputed by them to exa- 
mine candidates for public ser- 
vice, requires satisfactory proof 
of proficiency in anatomical sci- 
ence, although there are no means 
of acquiring that proficiency with- 
out committing daily offences 
against the law. The illegality 
and the difficulties attending the 
acquisition of the science dispose 
the examiners in some cases to 
relax the strictness of their exa- 
mination, and induce them, in the 
case of the Apothecaries’ Compa- 
ny, to dispense with dissection al- 
together ; the persons to whom 
certificates are granted by the 
examiners of this Company being 
those who, from their numbers* 
and extensive practice, ought, es- 

ecially, for the safety of the pub- 
ic, to be well instructed. ‘The 
annual number of certificates so 
granted exceeds 400. 


* Computed at 10,000 in England and 
Wales. 
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The teacher of anatomy, be- 
sides the evils which befal him in 
common with the student, has to 
suffer others, arising also out of 
the state of the law, which affect 
him with peculiar hardship. The 
obstacles which impede the study 
of anatomy in this country are 


such, and the facilities presented 


to the study in foreign countries 
are so great, that those English 
students who are desirous of ob- 
taining a thorough knowledge of 
the science, desert the schools at 
home and repair to those abroad. 
Their principal resort,is to Paris, 
where 200 English students of 
anatomy are now pursuing their 
course of instruction. Dissection 
probably, under these circum- 
stances, would scarcely be fol- 
lowed at home, were it not for 
the regulations of the College of 
Surgeons, which require the can- 
didates for the diploma of the col- 
lege to have learned the practice 
of surgery in a recognized school 
within the united kingdom; so that 
the student, during the period re- 
quired for learning this practice, 
in order that he may the sooner 
become qualified for his profes- 
sion, employs a part of his time in 
learning also to dissect. These 


disadvantages affecting the teach- 


er are such, that, except in the 
most frequented schools attached 
to the greater hospitals, few have 
been able to continue teaching 
with profit, and some private 
teachers have been compelled to 
give up their schools. To the 
evils enumerated it may be add- 
ed, that it is distressing to men of 
good education and character to 
be compelled to resort, for their 
means of teaching, to a constant 
infraction of the Jaws of their 
country, aud to be made depen- 
dent, for their professional exist- 
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ence, on the necessary caprices 
of the most abandoned class in the 
community. 

But it is not only to the stu- 
dent, while learning the rudiments 
of the science, and to the teacher, 
while endeavoring to improve it, 
that dissection is necessary, and 
the operation of the law injurious. 


It is essential also to the practi- 


tioner, that, during the whole 
course of his professional career, 
he should dissect, in order to keep 
up his stock of knowledge, and to 
practise frequently on the dead 
subject, lest, by venturing to do 
so unskilfully on the living, he ex- 
pose his patients to imminent pe- 
ril. He is required also, in many 
important cases, civil and crimi- 
nal, to guide the judgment of 
judges and of jurors, and would be 
rebuked were he to confess, upon 
any such occasion, that, from hav- 
ing neglected the practice of dis- 
section, he was unable to throw 
light upon a point at issue in that 
science which he professed. He 
is liable, in a civil action, to da- 
mages for errors in practice, due 
to professional ignorance ; though 
at the same time he may be visit- 
ed with penalties as a criminal, 
for endeavoring to take the only 
means of obtaining professional 
knowledge. 

Under these circumstances, af- 
fecting equally the student, teach- 
er, and practitioner, the Commit- 
tee were not surprised to find that 
this inquiry excited considerable 
interest in all parts of the country, 
and that numerous petitions from 
all classes of the profession, con- 
nected with the science of anato- 
my, were laid upon the table of 
the House, uniformly praying for 


an amendment of the existing law 


on the subject. 
But independently of the bear- 
ings of the question on the inte- 


rests of medical practitioners, and 
on the health of the community, 
the system pursued is productive 
of great evil, by training up a race 
of men in habits eminently calcu- 
lated to debase them, and to pre- 
pare them for the commission of 
violent and daring offences. The 
number of persons who in London 
regularly live by raising bodies, is 
stated by the two police officers 
examined by the Committee not 
to exceed ten; but the number of 
persons occasionally employed in 
the same occupation is stated by 
the same witnesses to be nearly 
200. Nearly the whole of these 
individuals, as is admitted by the 
exhumators themselves, who were 
examined before the Committee, 
are occupied also in thieving, and 
form the most desperate and aban- 
doned class of the community. 
If, with a view to favor anatomy, 
exhumation should be allowed to 
continue, it appears almost a ne- 
cessary consequence that thieves 
also should be tolerated. It 
should seem useless, however, 
with a view to suppress exhuma- 
tion, to endeavor to execute the 
existing laws with increased se- 
verity, or to enact new and more 
rigorous ones. ‘The effect of in- 
terpreting and executing the laws 
with increasing rigor has been, not 
to suppress exhumation, but to 
raise the price of bodies, and to 
increase the number of exhumat- 
ors. So long as there is no legal- 
ized mode of supplying the dis- 
secting schools, so long the prac- 
tice of disinterment will continye; 
but if other measures were devis- 
ed, which would legalize and in- 
sure a regular, plentiful, and 
cheap.supply, the practice of dis- 
interring bodies, aud of receiving 
them, would of necessity be en- 
tirely abandoned. 

Before adverting to those new 
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methods for obtaining an adequate 
supply of subjects which have 
been suggested by the witnesses 
who have been examined before 
the Committee, they will state in 
what manner, according to the 
evidence adduced, the schools of 
anatomy at Paris are provided. 
They have also inquired into the 
practice of some other foreign 
schools, for an account of which 
they beg to refer to the evidence 
itself; and they dwell upon the 
practice of the schools at Paris, 
because it approaches most nearly 
to the plan recommended by most 
of the witnesses for adoption in 
this country. 

The administration of all the 
hospitals at Paris, since the period 
of the Revolution, has been con- 
fided to a public board of manage- 
ment. The rule at the hospitals 
is, that every patient who dies 
shall be attended by a priest, and 
that, after the performance of the 
usual ceremonies of the Catholic 
church, the body shall be remov- 
ed from the chapel attached to 
the hospital to the dead room, and 
there remain. for twenty-four 
hours, if not sooner claimed by 
the relatives. Bodies may be 
examined after death, by the me- 
dical officers attached to a hospi- 
tal, but may not be dissected by 
them. A body, if claimed by the 
friends after examination, is sew- 
ed up in a clean cloth before be- 
ing delivered to them. If not 
claimed within twenty-four hours 
after death, after being enveloped 
in a cloth in a similar manner, it 
is sent, in the manner hereafter 
described, to one of the dissecting 
schools. 

There are no private dissecting 
schools at Paris, but two public 
ones ; that of the Ecole de la 
Medecine, and that adjoining the 
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Hopital de la Pitié. These are 
supplied exclusively from the 
different hospitals, and from the 
institutions for maintaining pau- 
pers, the supply from certain of 
these establishments being appro- 
priated to one school, and that 
from the remaining establishments 
to the other. 

The distribution of subjects is 
confided to a public officer, the 
Chéf des travaux Anatomiques. 
He causes them to be conveyed 
from the hospitals at an early hour 
in a covered carriage, so con- 
structed as not to attract notice, 
to a building at the schools set 
apart for that purpose. They 
are then distributed by the pro- 
secteurs to the students ; and af- 
ter dissection, being again enve- 
loped in cloth, are conveyed to 
the nearest place of interment. 

The students at the Ecole de 
la Medecine consist of young men 
who have distinguished themselves 
at a public examination, though 
the person at the head of the es- 
tablishment is also allowed to ad- 
mit pupils to dissect. The school 
of La Pitié is open to students of 
all nations, who, on entering them- 
selves, may be supplied with as 
many subjects as they require, at 
a price varying, according to the 
state in which the body is, from 
three to twelve francs ; priority 
of choice, however, being given 
to the éléves internes of the dif- 
ferent hospitals, and the subjects 
being delivered to them at a re- 
duced price. English surgeons 
were here permitted, until late- 
ly, to engage private rooms for 
the purpose of lecturing on anato- 
my to students of their own nation, 
and to superintend their labors in 
the dissecting room. From the 


protection and facilities which 
have thus been afforded to the 
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study of anatomy at Paris, it has 
become the resort of the medical 
students of all nations ; the prac- 
tice of exhumation is wholly un- 
known, and the feelings of the 
people appear not to be violated. 

It is the opinion of almost all 


the witnesses, that the adoption 


in this country of a plan similar in 
most respects to that which pre- 
vails in France, would,afford a 
simple and adequate remedy for 
the existing evils. They recom- 
mend that the bodies of those who 
during life have been maintained 
at the public charge, and who die 
in workhouses, hospitals, and other 
charitable institutions, should, if 
not claimed by next of kin within 
a certain time after death, be 
given up under proper regulations 
to the anatomist ; and some of the 
witnesses would extend the same 
rule to the unclaimed bodies of 
those who die in prisons, peniten- 
tiaries, and other places of con- 
finement. In the hospitals which 
supply subjects to the anatomical 
schools of France and Italy, reli- 
gious rites are paid to the dead 
before giving up the bodies for 
dissection ; in the plan proposed 
for this country, most of the wit- 
nesses recommend that the per- 
formance of religious rites should 
be defer. cd until after dissection, 
and they are anxious that the ana- 
tomist should be required, under 
adequate securities, or a system 
of effective superintendence, to 
cause to be administered, at his 
own expense, to the bodies which 
he dissects, religious solemnities 
and the usual rites of burial. 

The plan proposed has this es- 
sential circumstance to recom- 
mend it,—that, provided it were 
carried into effect, it would yield 
a supply of subjects that, in Lon- 
don at least, would be adequate 


to the wants of the anatomist. 
The number of anatomical stu- 
dents resorting annually to Lon- 
don, and the number of subjects 
with which they ought to be sup- 
~ have been already stated. 
t appears from the returns ob- 
tained by the Committee from 
127 of the parishes situate in Lon- 
don, Westminster, and Southwark, 
or their immediate vicinity, that 
out of 3744 persons who died in 
the workhouses of these parishes 
in the year 1827, 3108 were bu- 
ried at the parish expense ; and 
that of these, about 1108 were 
not attended to their graves by 
any relations. There are many 
parishes in and around London, 
from which, at the time of making 
this Report, returns had not been 
delivered in; but it may be infer- 
red from those returns which have 
been procured, that the supply to 
be obtained from this source alone, 
would be many times greater than 
that now obtained by disinterment; 
that, when added to the supply to 
be derived from those other 
sources which have been pointed 
out, it would be more than com- 
mensurate to the wants of the 
student, and consequently, that 
the plan, if adopted, as meeting 
the exigences of the case, would 
eventually be the means of sup- 
pressing the practice of exhuma- 
tion. 

If it be an object deeply inte- 
resting to the feelings of the com- 
munity that the remains of friends 
and relations should rest undis- 
turbed, that object can only be 
effected by giving up for dissection 
a certain portion of the whole, in 
order to preserve the remainder 
from disturbance. Exhumation is 
condemned as seizing its objects 
indiscriminately,—as, in Conse- 
quence, exciting apprehensions in 
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the minds of the whole communi- 
ty,—and as outraging in the high- 
est degree when discovered, the 
feelings of relations. If selection 
then be necessary, what bodies 
ought to be selected but the bo- 
dies of those who have either no 
known relations whose feelings 
would be outraged, or such only 
as by not claiming the body would 
evince indifference on the subject 
of dissection? It may be argued, 

erhaps, that the principle of se- 
ection, according to the plan pro- 
posed, is not just, as it would not 
affect equally all classes of the 
public ; since the bodies to be 
chosen would, necessarily, be 
those of the poor only. To this 
it may be replied,—1st, that even 
were the force of this objection 
to a certain degree admitted, yet 
that, to judge fairly of the plan, 
its inconveniences must be com- 
pared with those of the existing 
system ; which system, according 

to the evidences adduced, is liable 
in a great measure to the same 
objection, since the bodies exhu- 
mated are principally those of the 
poor ; 2dly, that the evils of this, 
or of any other plan to be propos- 
ed on this subject, must be judged 
- of by the distress which it would 
occasion to the feelings of surviv- 
ing relations, and the unfairness 
to one or another class of the 
community, by the degree of dis- 
tress inflicted on one class rather 
than another; but where there 
are no relations to suffer distress, 
there can be no inequality of suf- 
fering, and, consequently, no un- 
fairness shown to one class more 
than another. 

One or two of the witnesses, 
who appear to be either favora- 
ble, or not opposed to the princi- 
ple of the plan, speak with doubt 
of its success, as though it would 
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‘be found impracticable to recon- 
cile the public to its introduction; 
and one, in particular, apprehends 
that religious feeling may impede 
its adoption. An objection found- 
ed on religious feeling does not 
apply to the plan in question only, 
but would be equally valid, gene- 
rally, against all dissections what- 
soever; and should lead those who 
urge it, consistently with their 
own principles, to endeavor to put 
down altogether the study of prac- 
tical anatomy. 

Though it may be true that the 
public are to a certain degree 
averse to dissection, yet it is sa- 
tisfactory to find several of the 
witnesses adducing facts to prove 
that those feelings of aversion are 
on the decline. They state that 
in those parish infirmaries where 
the bodies of those who die are 
examined, as the practice has 
become common, it has been 
viewed with less jealousy : that 
in those hospitals where a similar 
rule prevails, neither patients 
themselves are deterred from 
applying for admission, nor their 
relatives on their behalf; that 
the addition of public dissecting 
rooms to hospitals has not produc- 
ed any diminution in the number 
of applications for relief within 
the walls of those hospitals ; and 
that, by reasoning with the friends 
of those who die, and by explain- 
ing to them how important it is. 
to the art of healing that exami- 
nation should take place after 
death, they may usually be brought 
to consent to the bodies of their 
friends being examined. Hence 
it is argued, that in involving the 
subject of dissection in mystery, 
as has hitherto been the case, the 
public have been treated injudi- 
ciously; that with proper precau- 
tions, and the light of public dis- 
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cussion to guide them, they may 
be made to perceive the impor- 
tance of the study generally, and 
the reasonableness of the particu- 
lar measure now contemplated, 
and that when they come to regard 
it as the means of suppressing ex- 
humation, they will receive it with 
favor, and finally acquiesce in it. 
The legislative measures which 
most of the witnesses are desirous 
of, in order to enable them to car- 
ry the plan into effect, is the re- 
peal of any existing law, which 
would subject to penalties those 
who might be concerned in carry- 
ing the plan into execution ; they 
wish for an enactment, permissive 
and not mandatory, declaring that 
it shall not be deemed illegal for 
the governors of workhouses, &c. 
and for anatomists, the former to 
dispose of, the latter to receive 
and to dissect, the bodies of those 
dying in such workhouses, Xc., 
such bodies not having been claim- 
ed, within a time to be specified, 
by any immediate relations, and 
due provision being made for the 
invariable performance of funeral 
rites. Some few of the witness- 
es, indeed, who state that they 
wish for the success of the plan, 
contemplate any legislative inter- 
ference whatever in this matter 
with apprehension ; but they do 
not appear to have been aware 
how nearly the cases decided by 
the courts of law, and already 
adverted to, would apply to per- 
sons engaged in executing the plan 
in question. In those cases the 
bodies, for the non-burying of 
which the defendants were seve- 
rally convicted, were those of a 


pauper who died in a workhouse, 


and of a person who suffered death 
as a felon. If these cases apply, 
as it appears they do, to persons 
engaged in giving up or receiving, 
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for other purposes than for burial, 
the bodies of the inmates of work- 
houses or of prisons, such impedi- 
ments to the success of the plan 
cannot be removed, as these wit- 
nesses think they might be, simply 
by the favorable interference of 
the executive government, howe- 
ver disposed to show indulgence 
to the profession ; but an act of 
the legislature can alone provide 
a remedy. 

Amongst the measures that have 
been suggested for lessening the 
dislike of the public to dissection, 
is that of repealing the clause of 
the act of Geo. II., which directs 
that the bodies of murderers shall 
be given up to be anatomized. It 
appears from the returns already 
laid before the house, that, as 
regards the direct operation of 
this clause, on the supply of sub- 
jects, the number which it yields 
to the anatomist is so small in 
comparison of his total wants, that 
the inconvenience which he would 
sustain from its repeal would be 
wholly unimportant. As to its 
remote operation, almost the 
whole of the witnesses examined 
before the committee, and of 
those whose written communica- 
tions will be found in the appendix, 


‘are of opinion that the clause in 


question, by attaching to dissection 
the mark of ignominy, increases 
the dislike of the public to anato- 
my, and they therefore are desir- 
ous that the clause should be re- 
pealed. 

The Committee would be very 
unwilling to interfere with any 
penal enactment which might 
have, or seem to have, a tendency 
to prevent the commission of atro- 
cious crimes ; but as it may be 
reasonably doubted whether the 
dread of dissection can be reckon- 
ed amongst the obstacles to the 


* 
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perpetration of such crimes, and 
as it is manifest that the clause in 
question must create a strong and 
mischievous prejudice against the 
practice of anatomy, the Commit- 
tee think themselves justified in 
concluding, that more evil than 
good results from its continuance. 

The Committee consider that 
they would imperfectly discharge 
their duties if they did not state 
their conviction of the importance 
to the public interests of the sub- 
ject of their inquiries. As the 
members of the profession are 
well educated, so is their ability 
increased to remove or alleviate 
human suffering. As the science 
of anatomy has improved, many 
operations formerly thought ne- 
cessary have been altogether dis- 
pensed with; most of those retain- 
ed have been rendered more sim- 
ple, and many new ones have been 
performed, to the saving of the 
lives of the patients which were 
formerly thoughtimpossible. To 
neglect the practice of dissection 
would lead to the greatest aggra- 
vation of human misery ; since 
anatomy, if not learned by that 
practice, must be learned by 
mangling the living. Though all 
_ classes are deeply interested in 
affording protection to the study 
of anatomy, yet the poor and mid- 
dle classes are the most so; they 
will be the most benefited by pro- 
moting it, and the principal suf- 
ferers by discouraging it. The 
rich, when they require profes- 
sional assistance, can afford to 
employ those who have acquired 
the reputation of practising suc- 
cessfully. It is on the poor that 
the inexperienced commence 
their practice, and it is to the 
poor that the practice of the low- 
er order of practitioners is con- 


fined. It is, therefore, for the 
interest of the poor especially, 
that professional education should 
be rendered cheap and of easy 
attainment ; that the lowest order 
of practitioners, (which is the 
most numerous,) and the students 
on their first entry into practice, 
may be found well instructed in 
the duties of their profession. 

Such, on an attentive consider- 
ation of the evidence adduced, is 
the deliberate judgment of the 
Committee on the .matters sub- 
mitted to them ; and it now re- 
mains for the House to consider 
whether it will not be expedient 
to introduce, in the course of the 
ensuing session, some legislative 
measure which may give effect 
to the recommendations contained 
in the present Report. 

July 22, 1828. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, FEB. 3, 1829. 


Manual for the Use of the Stethos- 
cope.—A Short Treatise on the 
different Methods of investigating 
the Diseases of the Chest. T'rans- 
lated from the French of M, Col- 
lin, By W.N. Rytann, M.D. 
From the third London Edition ; 
with Plates, and an Explanatory 
Introduction, by a Fellow of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Boston. Benjamin Perkins & Co, 
1829. 
We have very few words to say 
about this book, but we mean that 
those few shall be explicit. Many 
physicians are convinced of the utili- 
ty of Laénnec’s mode of investigating 
thoracic diseases by means. of the 
stethoscope. But they think at the 
same time that the art of using this 
instrument cannot be acquired with- 
out great difficulty, We acknow- 


| 
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ledge that it is not to be acquired 
without some difficulty. But is not 
this true in respect to almost every 
branch of our art? _ It is so true that 
too many of us neglect to study, to 
any practical purpose, various modes 
of discrimination, which are at this 
time known in the world. The pe- 
riod has however arrived, or is fast 
approaching, when this indolence 
will not be tolerated. To young 
men at least, who have characters to 
gain, we say solemnly, if they will 
not push forward in the race, they 
must be left in obscurity. 

But as to the stethoscope ;—here 
is now a manual, a pocket volume, 
which will give them all they need 
to aid them in acquiring a knowledge 
of the use of this instrument; not, 
however, without they carry the in- 
strument in their pockets likewise, 
nor without they prepare themselves 
by applying it to persons in health, 
so as to learn what it can tell of the 
natural sounds and impulses to be 
discovered, on applying it over the 
lungs and the heart; and, not with- 
out they will spend time enough to 
apply it faithfully and patiently in 
every case of thoracic disease they 
meet with, But with due diligence 
and fidelity they can learn to inspect 
through this instrument the state of 
the thoracic viscera, when diseased, 
almost as distinctly as they can liter- 
ally inspect the sloughs and the ul- 
cers in the diseased fauces, 


It should be added that this little 
book points out other means of dis- 
tinguishing the diseases of the heart 
and lungs, besides the use of the ste- 
thoscope. 
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BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 


For the Month of December, 1828. 


Tue weather was very uniform, mild 
and dry. More than half of the days 
were clear; and in all the rest but 
three, the weather was fine and plea- 
sant. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


Whole number of cases, 72. 


Arthrosia acuta - 
do. _chronica- 
Bex convulsiva - 
Catarrhus communis 
Causis - - 
Cephalsea hemicrania 
Cephalitodes ebriosus 
Cholera - - 
Colica - - 
Contusio - - 
- - 
Hepatitis chronica - 
Herpes labialis 
Ophthalmia purulenta 
do. taraxis 
Paralysis particularis 
Paramenia difficilis 
Paristhmitis tonsillaris 
Paronchia periostei 
Parturitis 
Paruria retentio - 
Phlegmone mammez 
Pneumonitis vera - 


Of 


do. notha - 
Porrigo 
Proctica exania_ 
Scabies - - 
Synochus- - 
Ulcus - - 
Vulnus - - 
J. W. McKean, 
EASTERN DISTRICT. 


The number of cases was 83: of 
these, 8 were puerperal, and 5 were 
vaccinia ; 83—13=70 cases requir- 
ing medical or surgical treatment. Of 

Arthrosia acuta 2 

do. chronica coxendicis 1 

Bex convulsiva - - 2 


| | 
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Bronchlemmitis - | The affections of the respiratory | 
Bubo simplex - organs have been less mild in this “th 
Cardialgia syncopalis month. In children the bronchial 


Catarrhus’~ - 
Causis - - 
Cephalza gravans 
do. _—intensa 
Cephalitis - 


inflammation approached to croup, 
and did not readily go through the 
process of mucous and muco-purulent. | 
secretion, to a healthy termination. | 

J. G, STEVENSON. 


Cholera - 

Dysenteria MIDDLE DiSTRICT. 
Dyspepsia - Whole number of cases, 17. Of 
Epilepsia - Croup é é 1 
Erysipelas locale Diarrhea - 2 
Gastritis - Dysenteria - 1 
Helminthia alvi limbric. Marasmus - 1 if 
Hepatitis chronica Ophthalmin - - - 
Hydrops abdominis Pneumonia gravis - - 1 f 
Lichen urticosus_ - do. mitis - 3: i 
Ophthalmia porriginosa Phlegmone - - | 

do. _taraxis Rheumatismus 2 


Paralysis rhagialgica 
Paramenia superflua 
do. suppressio 
Paristhmitis tonsillaris 
Peritonitis -  - 
Plethora ontonica - 


E. G, Davis. 


WESTERN DISTRICT. 
Whole number of cases, 42, Of 


Aphthz - 
Pneumonitis - Asthma 
do. maligna Causis Spay 
do. notha - Contusio—s_ = 
Porrigo galeata - Colica 


Sphacelus - 


li 
Synochus 3 Delirium tremens 


Diarrheea 


Ulcus - D 

The patients under puberty were Enecia 
0.34 ; adult females, 0.44. .30 of | Erysipelas - 

the medical cases were of bronchial Fractura . 


and pulmonary disease; .36 were Hzmatemesis 


disorders of the digestive organs. Hydrops : 
The influence of the weather in Ophthalmia - 
fixing the seat of disease, was mani- Otitis - re 


fested in the two last months. Af- Parturitio Ss 
fections in the respiratory apparatus §Pneumonitis vera 


were more frequent in the wet and do. notba - 
| changeful month of November, bear- —_—Porrigo 
ing to similar diseases in this month J. H. Lane. 


the ratio of 7 to 53 while disorders 
of the abdominal organs in these 


months bear the ratio of 3 to 5. SOUTUBEN. BISTEICT. 
The proportion of thoracic to ab- Whole number of cases, 71. Of ss 
dominal disease in November, was Anetustertianus - - 


1 
2:13 while in December it was5:6.  Arthrosiaacuta - - 3 


| 
if 
| 
\ 
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Arthrosia hydarthrus strumat. 1 


do. podagra larvata 
Bex convulsiva 
do, humida - 


do, sicca— = 

Carus paralysis hemiplegia 
Cephalea spasmodica- 
Cephalitodes ebriosus 


Colica flatulenta’ - - 
Colica rachialyia - 

do, do. 4 frigore 
Coprostasis coacta - - 


Coryza = 
Ecphlysis pompholyx quotid. 
Ecpyesis porrigo§ - - 
Emphlysis varicella lentifor. 
Empresma bronchlemmitis 


do. paristhmitis tonsil. 
do. pneumonitis - 
do, do. notha 


Enecia cauma pleuriticum 
do. synochus - 
do. typhus - 

Epanetus mitis - 

Helminthia - 

Icterus infantum 

Limosis dyspepsia metastatica 1 
do. emesis vomituritio 1 


do. do, vomitus - 1 
Odontia dentitionis lactentium 2 
Paramenia cessationis 1 

do. obstructionis - 2 
Paruria stillatitia ardens - 1 
Parturitio - 1 
Pleuralgia chronica - 1 
Proctica marisma cruenta 1 

-Syspasia convulsio erratica 1 

do, hysteria irritata 1 
Stremma - - - 1 
Struma vulgaris - 1 
Tressis causis - - 1 


Females, over fifteen years, 30; 
under fifteen years, 15. Males, over 
fifteen years, 16; under fifteen 
years, 10. 

Cuarues 


BILL OF MORTALITY FOR THE 
CITY OF BOSTON, 


For the year 1828, 


Tue whole number of deaths in 
the city of Bostou during the year 
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1828, was 1233. Under one year, 
245; from one to two years, 106; 
from two to five, 60; from five to 
ten, 42; from ten to twenty, 58; 
from twenty to thirty, 1815 from 
thirty to forty, 160; from forty to 
fifty, 98 ; from fifty to sixty, 78 ; from 
sixty to seventy, 523 from seventy 
to eighty, 37 ; from eighty to ninety, 
23; from ninety to one hundred, 4 ; 
unknown, 153 stillborn, 74.—In the 
month of January the number of 
deaths was 106; February, 72; 
March, 83; April, 105; May, 106; 
June, 93; July, 96; August, 127; 
September, 150 ; October, 113 ; No- 
vember, 89 ; December,93. Whole 
number of males, 603 ; females, 556, 


The following are the diseases, as 
far as they have been reported to the 
Health Office, which have occasioned 
the deaths in the City during the 
past year. 


Abscess - - - 1 
lumbar - - 1 
Apoplexy - - - 18 
Accidental - - - 14 
Asthma - - 1 
Burns - 
Bleeding at the lings eee 
at the stomach - 1 
Bowel complaints - - 2 
Consumption - - 217 
Childbed diseases - - 14 
Croup - - 25 
Convulsions - - 
Canker - - - 18 
Cholera infantum - - 19 
morbus - - 
Chickenpox - - 1 
Cancer - - - 4 
Colic, bilious - - 3 
Dysentery - - 29 
Dropsy 
6 of the chest - 1 
66 of the brain - 38 
Diseases unknown - 178 
Delirium tremens - 7 
Drowned - - - 16 
Debility 
Diabetes - - - 1 
Diarrhea - 2 
Drinking cold water 
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Heart, diseases of - 


Hooping cough -— - Itch cured by Chloride of Lime.— 


Mr, Johnson, of Lynn, has cured a 


Erysipelas - - - § At a meeting of the Boylston Me- 
F — , unknown kind - 5 dical Society of Harvard University, 
typhous - - $1 held on Jan. 9th, 1829, the following 
— - - 16 — gentlemen were elected officers, viz : 
Joseph W. McKean, M.D. President. 
hectic Robinson, M.D. Vice Pre- 
A sident. 
“a 2 Augustus A. Gould, Secretary. 
« James Jackson, Jr, Treasurer, 
hervous 1 The Boylston Premium was ad- 
intermittent- 2 judged to Mr. Caarzes T. Jackson, 
Fracture - - forhis dissertation on Paruria Mellita. 
Gravel - 1 
- 6 
40 
1 
4 


Inflammation of the larynx 
general $8 family of seven persons, affected with 
és of the bowels 33 —-8Cabies papaliformis, by a bath formed 
és of the stomach 2 ©! Fincham’s chloride of lime to six 
“ ofthe brain 5 Pints of water. They remained in 
és of the lungs 5 the bath for ten minutes. This was 
Infantile diseases - me repeated daily for six days. The dis- 
Insanity i a l ease was not felt by the patients after 
Intemperance the second application,— Lon, Journ. 
Live 
WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- i 
Mortification, general 7 TON, 
sad of the bowels 4 Ending Jan. 24, at noon. : 
. Matrix, diseases of - 1 Jan. 16. Elizabeth Parsons, Hh, 
Mesente ° 17. Sarah Robinson, 
Old tery, diseases. of Be Hannah A. Lovett, 3 
age 4 18. Sarah Eaton, 3 
Pleurisy - - « 2 Lucy Riley, 38 | 
Poison 9 John McChan, 38 
Pals 10 19. Daniel L. Hobart, 15 
al Piles 1 Edward Young, 16 mo. 
Quinsy - - . 1 20. John Brown, jr. 5 
Rupture * 1 Lois Baker, 66 yrs. 
—. Joseph Allen, 20 
Rheumatism - = 9 2 Francis Noyes, 13 d. 
Scrofula - - - 5 21. = yrs. 
ic] rances man mo. 
Suicide 9 Sarah Ann Hurley, 5 mo. 
Spasm 1 22. Son of Grant Learnard, 16 d. 
Smallpox - - - 2 Ann Maria Preston, 2 yrs. 
Sudden 2 John Hawes, 88 
Scierh 46 
Stillborn - - - 74 Joseph rye “7 mo. 
George B. Palmer mo. 
sng distemper ; 24. Thomas J. Reed, 4 5 yrs. 
encrps Cancer, 1—-consumption, 5—-croup, 4— 
White swelling ie. 1 dropsy on the brain, 1—hoopi a 2—in- 
Worms 1 flammation in the bowels, antile, 
1—lock-jaw, 1—mortification, 1—o 
, e, 2—typhous fever, 1—unknown, 2. Males, 
yP 
Total, 1233 13—females, 12. Stillborn, 2. Total, 27. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. with an Introduction and Plates. Bya 
——ae Fellow of the Mass. Med. Soc. 


CURVED SPINE. 


R. GRIGG informs the Profession 
that he has lately made a new and 
important improvement in machines for 
Diseases of the Spine. From his success 
in its application, and from the unqualifi- 
ed approbation it has received from the 
most distinguished Surgeons and Physi- 
cians in Boston, New York and Philadel- 
phia, he confidently presents it to pub- 
lic notice. 


The benefit attendant on its use con- 
vinces him that most of the cases of de- 


formity dependent on curvature of the | 


spine, may be perfectly cured, and many 

of those which have been considered in- 

curable may by this apparatus be very 

much relieved. Feb. 3. 
Boston, 30 Atkinson Street. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE 
AT BOWDOIN COLLEGE, 


HE Annual Course of Lectures at 

the Medical School of Maine, will 
commence -at Brunswick on Tuesday, 
February 24, 1829, and will coutinue 
three months. 


Theory and Practice of Physic, by Jonn 
DELAMATTER, M.D., Prof. of Surgery 
Western Col. Phys. and Surg. N. York. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, PARKER 
CLEAVELAND, M.D. 

Anatomy and Surgery, Joun D. 
M.D 


Obstretrics, James McKean, M.D. 


‘Degrees are conferred, after the usual 
examination, at the close of the Lectures, 
and at the annual commencement in 
September. 

The Library and Cabinet have receiv- 
ed considerable additions, and the Lec- 
ture-Rooms have been enlarged, since 


the last course of Lectures. 4t. 
Brunswick, Jan. 1, 1829. 
MANUAL FOR THE USE OF 


THE STETHOSCOPE. 


hax published by Benjamin Perkins, 
& Co.,—MANUAL FOR THE USE 
OF THE STETHOSCOPE, being a short 
Treatise on investigating Diseases of the 
Chest. From the French of M. Collin, 


The Stethoscope may also be obtained 
as above in the most approved form. 
ep3w 20. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examinethem. = Oct. 14. 

6mo. 


PRIZE DISSERTATION 
On the Effects of Spirituous Liquors. 


T the Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society in 1827, 

the following resolution was adopted :— 
‘+ Resolved, That this Society will use 
the skill of its members in ascertaining 
the best mode of preventing and curing 
the habit of intemperance, and that for 
this purpose a premium of FIFTY DOLLARS 
shall be offered for the best Dissertation 
on the subject; which after being approv- 
ed by the Counsellors shall be read at 
the next annual meeting of the Society, 
and afterwards printed ; and that the au- 
thors be requested to point out the cir- 
cumstances in which the abandonment of 
the habitual use of stimulating drinks is 
dangerous ; and also to investigate the ef- 
fect of the use of wine and ardent spirits 
on the different organs and textures of the 

human body.” 


In consequence of this resolution two 
dissertations were presented ; but not be- 
ing sent within the time specified, they 
could not be examined, 


At the Annual Meeting of the Society 
in 1828, it was voted to renew the offer 
of the premium on the same Conditions, | 
and the undersigned were chosen to re- 
ceive and examine the dissertations. 


The dissertations presented for the pre- 
miums may be left at the office of Mr. 
John Cotton, Bookseller, Boston, or sent 
to the Chairman of the Committee ; on of 
before the 15th day of April, 1829. 

JOHN C. WARREN, 


ZABDIEL B. ADAMS, ‘+ Committee, 
JOHN WARE, 
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